











14. Have you received any technical assistance
specifically for water quality or habitat improvement
projects from organizations such as: Resource
Conservation Districts, the USDA Natural Resources
Conservation Service, University of California
Cooperative Extension, Farm Bureaus, or non-
government organizations?

___Yes

~__No

15. Have you received any financial assistance for
water quality or habitat improvement projects from
organizations, such as those listed above?

___Yes

~__No

16. Do you participate in any land retirement, land
easement, or land protection programs?

__Yes

__No

17. Please check all of the following that apply
regarding the Conditional Waiver Program for
Irrigated Agriculture:

____Ihave enrolled in the Conditional Waiver
Program for Irrigated Agriculture

__I'have participated in Water Quality Short
Courses

____I'have completed a Farm Water Quality
Management Plan

18. Have you adopted any of the following
conservation practices on the land you farm?

____ Constructed wetlands

____lrrigation reservoirs

____Cover cropping

___Filter strips or vegetated buffer strips

___ Grassed waterways

____Hedgerows or windbreaks

____Tailwater recovery ponds

____ Storm water ponds and/or sediment basins
____Riparian/stream bank restoration

___ Other, please specify:

I11. Food Safety Information

19. Please chose the option that best describes your
exposure to current food safety guidelines such as:
Good Agricultural Practices, Commodity Specific
Guidelines for Lettuce and Leafy Greens, and the
Immediate Technical Action Plan for Spinach.

____ I have thoroughly read one or more of the
documents

____ I have skimmed the documents and/or have
heard specific details about them

____ I have never read or been told specifics about
any of them

20. Regarding the presence of non-crop vegetation:
(check all that apply)

____ I have never been told by shippers, buyers,
and/or auditors that it is a potential problem

____ It has been suggested that I should remove it

____ I have lost points on audit reports because of
non-crop vegetation

__ I have actively removed it in response to auditors
or others comments

____ I have adopted mitigation measures in response
to auditors or others comments

21. Regarding ponds and other waterways:
(check all that apply)

____ I have never been told by shippers, buyers,
and/or auditors that they are a potential problem

____ It has been suggested that | remove them

____ I have lost points on audit reports because of
ponds or waterways

____ | have actively removed them in response to
auditors or others comments

____ I have adopted mitigation measures in response
to auditors or others comments

22. Regarding wildlife: (check all that apply)

____ I have never been told by shippers, buyers,
and/or auditors that they are a potential problem

____Ithas been suggested that | discourage the
presence of wildlife

____I have lost points on audit reports because of
wildlife presence

____ I have actively discouraged wildlife in response
to auditors or others comments

____ I have adopted mitigation measures in response
to auditors or others comments
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23. | have adopted the following measures in the
belief that they will satisfy auditors:
(check all that apply)

____Bare ground buffers between non-crop
vegetation and crops

____Trapping to reduce wildlife abundance

____Using poisoned bait to reduce wildlife abundance

___Fences to deter domestic animals and wildlife

____ | have not adopted any mitigation measures

___ Other, please specify:

24. Have your efforts been accepted as sufficient to
prevent audit point reduction and/or crop rejection?
___Yes
__No
____Question does not apply

25. Have you taken out or stopped the use of any
conservation practices for water quality or wildlife
habitat in response to food safety audits or concerns?
___Yes
___No If yes, please describe below:

26. If any of your crops have been rejected based on
the presence of projects or practices designed to
improve water quality or wildlife habitat, please
describe the circumstances in space below (include
acres and estimate of financial implications).

1V. Opinion

27. Which of the following stages do you feel poses
the single most significant threat to food safety?

___Pre-Harvest
____Harvest

___ Processing

____ Transport

____ Consumer handling
___ Other, please specify:

28. What do you see as the single most significant
threat of pre-harvest crop contamination?

__ Livestock

___ Flooding
__Wildlife
___Improper composting
____lrrigation water
____Other, please specify:

29. What effect do you think conservation practices
for water quality have on contaminating crops?

____Conservation practices increase the likelihood of
contamination

____ Conservation practices decrease the likelihood of
contamination

____ Conservation practices have no effect on the
likelihood of contamination

__Depends on the specific practice

____Not enough information to say

Please indicate to what extent you agree or disagree
with the following statements by circling one of the
numbers 1-5.  (e.g. 1 = Strongly Agree)

30. I think that the presence of non-crop vegetation
threatens the safety of food crops.

Strongly Strongly
Agree 1 2 3 4 5 Disagree

31. | think that non-crop vegetation is important to
attract and support beneficial wildlife (such as
beneficial insects, pollinators, and birds of prey).

Strongly Strongly
Agree 1 2 3 4 5 Disagree
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32. | think that the presence of wildlife threatens the
safety of food crops.

Strongly Strongly
Agree 1 2 3 4 5 Disagree

33. | feel it is my duty as a land manager to support
clean water and a healthy environment.

Strongly Strongly
Agree 1 2 3 4 5 Disagree

34. | think that most farms can also serve as wildlife
habitat in addition to producing food.

Strongly Strongly
Agree 1 2 3 4 5 Disagree

35. Food safety concerns have made me less likely to
adopt or maintain conservation projects and practices
that include non-crop vegetation and/or may attract
wildlife.

Strongly Strongly
Agree 1 2 3 4 5 Disagree

36. Practices for conservation and water quality seem
to conflict with what | am being told to do in order to
protect crops from contamination.

Strongly Strongly
Agree 1 2 3 4 5 Disagree

37. I think that with proper mitigation measures we
can produce safe food while also using practices to
support clean water and a healthy environment.

Strongly Strongly
Agree 1 2 3 4 5 Disagree

38. If time and money was not an obstacle, | could
meet both the goals of food safety and environmental
quality in my operation.

Strongly Strongly
Agree 1 2 3 4 5 Disagree

39. Please use the space below for comments
regarding your personal experiences with food safety
concerns, how you think food safety and
environmental quality may or may not be compatible,
or suggestions on how to achieve both goals.

Please Return Survey To:

The Resource Conservation District of Monterey County
744 La Guardia Street, Building A
Salinas, CA 93905
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